
















Mayor Horwitz’s remarks on the Tree of Life tragedy in Pittsburgh, PA 

Council Meeting, 11/5/2019 

The Mayor of Pittsburgh said it best: “We’re dealing with an irrational person who acted irrationally.” 
Rational people don’t take another person’s life because of their religion, skin color, politics, or sexual 
orientation. Because we have anti-Semitism and irrationality in this world, I view my responsibilities as 
the Mayor of Beachwood through a much different prism. Beachwood is home to the Federation, the 
JCC, the Maltz Museum, and a high concentration of synagogues and religious schools. The first meeting 
I had after taking office was with the security team from Federation. The second meeting was with a 
gentleman named Mendy Klein, of blessed memory, who, if you don’t know, he was very involved with 
the safety of the community. 

Personally, I’d like to stop the sale of assault weapons, I’d like to shut down hate speech on the Internet, 
and I’d like to curb our leaders from using divisive and inflammatory language. But those are bigger 
projects that all of us have to work on. What I can do is make sure that the City of Beachwood is 
committed to providing our residents, our visitors, and institutions the highest level of safety services 
possible and the highest level of safety training, such as our ALICE reviews of your business and homes, 
so that residents and businesspeople are prepared in case of emergency. 

We purchase state-of-the-art vehicles and equipment, we participate in advanced training, and we 
maintain strong working relationships with our security partners. Because of our demographics, we 
maintain a higher level of vigilance than most cities, and we take this responsibility seriously. 

Beachwood is also committed to welcoming all people from backgrounds and including them in civic life. 
No matter who you are, no matter what your faith is, no matter if your family arrived here a century ago 
or a month ago, you’re part of the fabric of our community, and you are valued. 

On behalf of the City of Beachwood, our thoughts and prayers are with the Jewish community in 
Pittsburgh. We’re grateful to the first responders who risked their own safety to help others, and we 
pray for a speedy recovery of those who were injured. And to the families of the eleven who are killed, 
may the memories of these righteous men and women be a blessing that motivates us all toward a more 
peaceful future.  

 


